
KEY INDUSTRY SECTORS
OF THE REGIONAL ECONOMY

MARCH 2024         SAN DIEGO & IMPERIAL CENTER OF EXCELLENCE  



SAN DIEGO & IMPERIAL 
CENTER OF EXCELLENCE (COE)



HOUSING CHALLENGES IN SAN DIEGO COUNTY

Homeownership Rate

SAN DIEGO COUNTY

54%
UNITED STATES

65%

Median Home Price
$949K $418K

Median Monthly Rent
$1,842 $1,372

Sources: Data USA, US Census Bureau, US Department of Housing and Urban Development, Forbes



HOUSEHOLD FINANCIAL CHALLENGES

1/3
of household 

incomes is spent 
on housing

1/3
of incomes in families with 

young children is spent 
on childcare



HOUSEHOLDS SPENDING MORE THAN 50% OF INCOME ON HOUSING

Source: San Diego Foundation and San Diego Regional Policy & Innovation Center

24% 25%

19%

Black or African American Hispanic or Latino/a White



CAREER EDUCATION GUIDE GROUPS OCCUPATIONS BY KEY SECTOR

• Advanced Manufacturing
• Advanced Transportation & Logistics
• Agriculture, Water & Environmental Technologies
• Education & Human Development
• Energy, Construction & Utilities
• Retail, Hospitality & Tourism
• Health
• ICT* and Digital Media
• Life Sciences & Biotechnology
• Public Safety & Retail

*Information & Communication Technologies 



EACH SECTOR HAS A SUMMARY AND OCCUPATIONS BY EDUCATION



RIASEC CODES ARE PROVIDED WHEREVER AVAILABLE



RIASEC DEFINITIONS

R REALISTIC
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CONVENTIONAL

Practical, hands-on activities, working with tools and machines, solving 
concrete problems.

Research, analysis, problem-solving, scientific inquiry, working 
independently.

Creativity, self-expression, imagination, working with visual or 
performing arts, emotionality.

Helping others, working with people, communication, collaboration, 
building relationships.

Leadership, persuasion, taking risks, starting businesses, being 
competitive, making money.

Orderliness, accuracy, attention to detail, following rules, working in 
structured environments.



DISCLAIMER

R REALISTIC

RIASEC can be a helpful tool for self-
exploration and career planning, but it 
should NOT be used as the sole factor 
in making career decisions.
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ADVANCED TRANSPORTATION AND LOGISTICS



AGRICULTURE, WATER & ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGIES



ENERGY, CONSTRUCTION, & UTILITIES



FEMALES EARN MORE THAN MALES IN CONSTRUCTION

FEMALE VS. MALE

Median Earnings by Gender (San Diego County, 2021 )



ICT & DIGITAL MEDIA

CYBER DEFENSE 
AND ANALYSIS

BACHELOR’S DEGREE 
PROGRAM



EDUCATION & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT



HEALTH

HEALTH 
INFORMATION
MANAGEMENT

BACHELOR’S DEGREE 
PROGRAM



LIFE SCIENCES & BIOTECHNOLOGY

BIO-
MANUFACTURING

BACHELOR’S DEGREE 
PROGRAM



PUBLIC SAFETY & GOVERNMENT

PUBLIC SAFETY
MANAGEMENT

BACHELOR’S DEGREE 
PROGRAM



RETAIL, HOSPITALITY & TOURISM



TOP SECTORS IN 10-YEAR % GROWTH IN NORTH COUNTY (2022-32)

13%

19%

26%

27%

28%

Construction, Manufacturing  and
Waste Management Services

Professional, Scientific and Technical
Services (includes ICT)

Accomodation and Food Services

Transportation and Warehousing

Health and Social Assistance

10-Year % Growth



TOP SECTORS IN 10-YEAR % GROWTH IN NORTH COUNTY (2022-32)

Provides lists of top jobs by 
educational attainment in North 
County, regardless of sector, starting 
with Exhibit 16 (p. 16)
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