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ELIGIBLE CRITERIA
⮚Be a participant in a Homeless Court Provider Program and 

meet the provider program’s requirements for referral.

⮚Homeless or at risk of homelessness 
● unstable housing, residential program, shelter, hotel, couch 

surfing, living in a vehicle, loss of job or experiencing 
financial hardship 

⮚Any condition or circumstance that contributes to 
homelessness. Possible examples:

▪ Economic hardship
▪ Mental health issue
▪ Physical disability
▪ Substance abuse



OFFENSE ELIGIBILITY
Type of case: Both active and further proceeding cases

⮚ Offense occurred in San 
Diego County
⮚Misdemeanor offenses 

and/or infractions. Some 
examples include:

▪ Trespass
▪ Illegal lodging
▪ Traffic tickets
▪ Sprinter/Trolley tickets
▪ Public intoxication, jay 

walking, moving violations 
tickets

▪ Other citations and 
misdemeanor matters

⮚ Have proof of at least one eligible 
case
▪ Physical Citation
▪ Court docket
▪ Alliance One letter
▪ DMV printout

⮚ Further Proceedings
▪ Client has already plead guilty
▪ Owes term or condition of 

probation such as fines
⮚ Active case

▪ No plea has been entered



⮚ Cases outside of San Diego County
⮚ Some parking violations 
⮚ Toll Roads Citations
⮚ Domestic Violence and Child Abuse Cases
⮚ Prop 36 Cases
⮚ Civil Cases
⮚ Juvenile Cases
⮚ Juvenile Dependency Fees
⮚ All felony cases and probation related costs
⮚ All federal cases
⮚ Impound or DMV fees

Cases Ineligible for Homeless Court



Benefits of Homeless Court

Tickets: Fines are cleared and 
most cases are dismissed

Return of the driver’s license: 
Can impact employment, 
housing, and legal issues

Misdemeanors: All fines and 
fees are cleared.

Open misdemeanor cases can 
be reduced or dismissed 
through negotiation

Clearing wage garnishments/ tax 
return interception that are due 
to court fines  

Expungement Preparation: Fines 
from the past and present are 
cleared, even after probation is 
over. 

The judge in homeless court will 
often terminate probation so the 
participant can seek an 
expungement.

Child Support Assistance: 

Participants are able to meet with 
child support representative to 
discuss case.



Sign up Process

1. The provider submits the client information from a gmail (Google) 
account by submission deadline in order to have the cases 
addressed on the following month’s calendar.

2. Also, it requires at least one case (misdemeanor or ticket) number. 
These case numbers can be found on correspondence from the 
court, Alliance One or DMV.

3. This submission also requires that a program letter be uploaded at 
the time the name is submitted.

4. Names can be submitted whenever they are ready rather than 
submitting them all at once.



Program Letters:  The prosecutors involved with Homeless Court are asking us to provide more 

information about the client and their progress in each program letter. The contents of the letter outlining 
client's progress influences the prosecutor's/judge's decision.

Letter Format:  The suggested format includes one paragraph about the program description/services, 

and the rest of the letter about the client. The client’s effort, progress and accomplishments are the reason 
the relief is being given, whether it be dismissal of cases and/or clearing of fines.  Please include a few 
paragraphs that are specifically about the client.

Possible areas of progress to mention:
Include other letters from additional programs if 
applicable, e.g., when client completes a program and 
then transitions to your program
Goals the client may have as far as employment, 
education etc.
Efforts to obtain a license, housing or find employment
Reconnection or reconciliation with family
Strides in obtaining child visitation/custody
Completion of a resume
Involvement in veteran’s groups/treatment/outreach
Receipt of a bus/transit pass (especially when there are 
trolley/licensing violations)
Volunteer work

Caring for an elderly/ill relative or friend
AA/NA involvement
Progress as a sponsor/sponsee
Serving on Resident Council in program
Parenting classes
Anti-theft classes
Domestic Violence Classes
Anger management classes
Proactive steps to address medical issues
Proactive steps to address mental health issues
Academic Training
GED efforts
Involvement in DUI/OHS classes
Efforts to overcome difficult obstacles in their life
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HOMELESS COURT VS. POP-UP 
EVENTS 

• Homeless Court 
clears all eligible 
fines and cases 
based upon 
program progress 

• Local Pop-up 
events clear only 
those specific cases 
presenting an 
immediate barrier 
to progress – the 
goal at this event is 
connecting them to 
services and a 
program  



CONTACTS TO ANSWER QUESTIONS 
If you have any questions about whether a case can be heard you 

should contact the Homeless Court Team for clarification:

Terri Peters
North County Public Offenders Office 

terri.peters@sdcounty.ca.gov
(760) 945-4081

northcountysandiego@homelesscourtprogram.org

Angel Flores
North County Homeless Court Steering Committee Chair

Angell.flores@sdcounty.ca.gov
(619) 518-1590

hcpsd.glideapp.io –app for homeless court



QR Code to access all San Diego County homeless court providers 


